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LIST OF PAPERS 

Relative to the Recent Proceedings of the 
Marquess WELLEstEY and the Earl 
OF MontA^ far the purpose of forming 
a Netv Administration, 1812. 



Introductory Pbper marked (A) for the purpose of exr 

» • * * 

plaining the several documents. 

No. 1. 

Minute of Mr. Canning^s Communication to the Earl of 
LiTeTpool, May 23rd. 

No. 2. . 

« 

Lord Livelrpool's Letter to Mr. Canning, May 23rd. 

No. 3. 

Lord Melville's Letter to Mr. Canning, May 23rd. 

No. 4. 

Minute of Lord Wellesley's commdnicaQn to iords 
Grey and Grenville, May 23rd. 



No. 5 

Lord Moka's LetteT'te Lord W^lksley, dated 2Srd May^ 

relative to No. 4. 

*• . .  

No. 6. 

Lord LansfdowHe'is Letter 'tb Lord WdlMey, dated 23d 
May^ relative to Noi 4. - 

No. 7. 

Lord Holknd's Letter toXiord Wellesley, dated 23d May^ \ 

relative to No. 4. 



No. 8. 

Memorandum from Lords Grey and Grenville, May 24th, 
in Reply to Lord Wellesle/s Minute^ No. 4. 

No. 9. 

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey^ dated 27th May^ commu- 
nicating the Termination .«f Lord Wellesley's Com- 
mission. 

Np. JO. 

Mr. Cjanninf^^ Statement to Lord Melville^ inclosed in 
No. 9. 



*. 
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No, 11. 

loiti Mdtaie^sCcmimuiiioirtioD to Mr. Canniogi kiclosdl 
in No. 9. 

No. la. 

Lord Grey to Lord Wellesley, 27th May^ on &e Subject 
of some Words in Mr. Canning's Minute, No. l, of his 
Communication to Lord Liverpool. 

4 

No. 13. 

Lord Wellesley to Lwd Grey, 28th May, transmitting 
an explanatory Paper, (No. 14.) signed by Lord Wel- 
lesley and Mr. Canniiy. 

No. 14. 

I   

Paper signed by Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning, and 
transmitted to Lord Grey, in reply to Lord Grey's 
Letter, No. 12. 



* • • • « 



No. 15. 

» 

Lord Grey's Reply to Lord Wellesley, May tOth. 

No. 16. 

Lord Wellesley's Reply to Lord Grey^ May 29Af^ 



:« A 



\ 



Grey and Grenville, June 1st, 

No. IS. 

• • • .  

Lprd Qrey jfco Lord Wellesleyj da,ted 2)d June^ pn.the 
subject of No. 17* 

No. 19. 

Lord Grey, and Lord Grenville> Reply (June 3d) to Lord 
Wellesley^s minute of the 1st June. 

No. 20. 

fixplanatoiy Letter from hot^ Moira to Lord Grey, 
Jane 3d, on the sabject of Lord Wellesley's minute, 

No. 17. 

» 

No. 21. 

Lord Wellesley to Lord Moiia, Uppronng Lord Moira's 
Letter (No. 20) to Lord Grey, of the 3d June. 

No. 2Z. 

Lord Grey's Reply to Lord Moira's Letter (No. 20) of 
the Sd June. 
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No. 23. 

Lord Welksley's R^ply to the .Letter (No. 19) ffem 
Lords Grey and Grenville, of the 3d Juae» 

No. 34. 

Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, on the same subject, 
dated 4th June. 

No. 25. 

Lord Grey's Reply to Lord Wellesley's Letter, No 24. 

No. 26. 

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and GrenviUe, proposing an 
Interview with them, 5th June. 

No. 27. 

Note from Lords Grey and Grenville, declining unau-* 
thorized Discussions, 5th June. 

No. 28. 

Lord Moira to Lords Grey and GrenviUe, informing them 
that he has the Prince Regent's authority to address 
them, and requesting to know where and when he can 
see them. 



to 



No. 29. 

Minute of a Conversation between Lord Moira and LordB- 
Grey and Grenville^ at which Lord Erskine was pre* 
sen!:. 



B. and C. Two Letters^ (which passed between Lords 
Moira, and Grey) subjoined for the purpose of throwing 
light on the ground of part of these Tnuisactions. 



J 







INTRODUCTORY PAPER 

Marked A, for the purpose of explaining the seve- 

ral Documents* 



On Friday, the 22d of May, His Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent was pleased to command 
the Marquess Wellesley to submit to his Royal 
Highness's gracious consideration the plan of iau 
Administration, properly adapted to the present 
crisis of Affairs. 

« 

In preparing to execute His Royal Hjghness's 
commandis. Lord Wellesley deemed it to be ne- 
cessary, in the first instance, to advert to cer- 
tain practical principles, which should, in hia 
humble judgment, constitute the basis of the 
iystcm of measures, calculated to meet the ac- 
tual exigencies of the Country. 



/• • 



12 

It appeared to be desirable to reduce these 
leading principles within the narrowest compass, 
which the situation of affairs could admit, omit- 
ting for the present, the discussion of many 
questions^ which (however important in their 
nature) might not ' be deemed of such instan- 
taneous pressure) or might liot be expected ta 
involve so much difference of opinion. 

Lord Wellesley, upon the most mature reflec- 
tion, considered, that the practical principles, 
upon which an Administration might be consti* 
luted, in the present crisis, might be safely 
comprised in the two following Propositions ; 

First, That the state of the Laws affecting 
the Roman Catholics, and the Claims of that 
Body of his Majesty's Subjects, should be taken 
into immediate consideratit^n, with a view to a 
conciliatory adjustment of those Claims. 

Secondly^ That the war in the Peninsula 
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■r 

should be prosecuted on a scale of adequate 
vigour. 

*. - 

« 

It appeared to Lprd Wellesley to be indispen- 
sably necessary towards the due execution of 
His Royal Highness's (commandsi to, endeavour 
to ascertain the views and dispositions of all 
parties, with regard to these general principles, 
previously to submitting any names of persons 
to His Royal Highness, for the purpose of fill- 

ft 

ing the several ofBces in His Royal Highnesses. 

service, 

* 

Lord Wellesley therefore conceived it to be 
his duty to open a communication with the 
principal persons of all Parties^ carefully con- 
fining that communicatiqn to the point of ascer* 
taining their respective Sentifiients' tia the two 
propositions-stated in this Paper. 

, In these communications. Lord Wellesley 
was particularly cautious to explain^ that he 
had received no authority from His Royal High- 
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ntes to form an Administration; nor to 66m-^ 
municate with any particular party or descrip- 
tion of persons ; but that His Royal Highness 
had been apprised of the necessity of Lord 
Welledey's holdirig such intercourse with all ' 
parties, as' might enable him to prepare a plaii^ 
for His. Royal Highness's approbation. 



He also explained, that in this transaction, 
he wa« merely the instrument of executing His * 
R6yal Highness's commands, neither claiming' 
nor desiring for himself any station in the 
Administration, which it w*as in His Royal 
Highpess's contemplation to form. 



Under these circumstances, as Mr. Canning 
and Lord Wellesley agreed in the general prin- 
ciples already stated*, Lord Wellesley requested 
Mr. Canning to communicate them to Lord 
Liverpool, believing that to be the channel of 
communication which was likely, to be most 
agreeable to Lord Liverpool. 



r^ 
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Mr. C^nmng transmitted to Ijord Wellesley 
tbe^ annexed minute, No. 1, of his cooversatioti'. 
with Lord Liverpool, together with the answer- 
from Lord Liverpoool, No. 2, and a letter, No, 
3, from Lord Melville. 

Lord Wellesley made the commumcation 
stated in the. Paper No. 4, to Lords Grey xmi 
QrenvjUe, and received from them the answer 
marked No.. 8. 



Lord Wellesley also communicated with Lord 
Moira, and verbally, with Lord £rskine and 
Mr. Sheridan, wlio all expressed their concur* 
rence in the principles already stated; Lord 
Moira's Letter is marked No. 5. 



Lord WcUesley a;lso receivfed the letters from 
Lords Lansdowne and Holland, marked No. 6, 
and 7) expressing their concurrence in the 
memorandum^ received from Lords Grey and 
Grcnville. 
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On Sunday, the 24th of May, all these docu* 
ments were submitted by Lord Wellesley to the 
Prince Regent, together with a report of hir 
proceedings, in executing His Royal Highncss's' 
commands. 



Qn the 87 th of May, Lord Wellesley was 
apprised, by a communication from Lord -Mel* 
ville to Mr. Canning, that the powers granted' 
to Lord Wellesley, on the 23d of May, by the 
Prince Regent, were considered to be at an end. 
Lord Wellesley communicated that circumstance 
to Lords Grey and Gren ville, in a letter marked 
No. 9, together with all the preceding papers 
from No. 1, to No. 8. 



An explanatory correspondence took place 
between Lords Wellesley and Grey, which ia 
contained in. the letters, marked No. 1%, 13,r Hf 
15, 16. 



•t 1 .  • . . ...... 






On the 1st of June> the Prince Regent grant- 



r 

\ 









^ -• 



ed to Lord Wellesley full authority to form an 
Administration under His Royal Highness^ 
commands. 



r 
k 1 



The proceedings which occurred, in conse- 
quence of that authority, are. contained in the 
papers marked from No. \6 to No. 25, both 
inclusive. 






On the'Srd of June, Lord Wellesley resigned 

into the hands of His Royal Highness the 

» *  *■ 

authority which His Royal Highness had entrust- 
ed to him on the 1st of June ;^and late on the 
evening of tljeith of June, Lord Moira humbly 
solicited and received permission to address him- 
self specially to Earl Grey and Lord Grenville, 
lest they should have any difficulties about 
treating with him under the general power 
which the Prince Regent had been pleased to 
entrust to him« 

The details of Lord Moira's transactions arc 
explained in the papers and documents marked 

Nos. 2$, 36, 27, 28. 

c 
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On Monday the 8th of June, Lord Moira 

resigndid the conimission with which he had 

'  » • » 

been intrusted by the Prince Regent ; and on 

the same day, the Earl of Liverpool was 

appointed first Commissioner of the Treasury. 



•mi 



Two letters, which, although collateral^ are 
regarded as capable of throwing light on the 
ground of part of the transaction, are subjoined. 
They art majked B. and C. 



J 
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N 



t ^r 



Id 



iSTo. I. 

* t 

Ma»i|t^ of Mr. Canning's Comipunication to the Earl of 

Liverpool^ May 23d. 

Fife House, May 23rf, 1812. 

w . . ' . 

Tb£ Prince Regent having laid his commands 

4 . 

on Lord Welle&ley to form a plan of an admiiibisr 
tration^ to be submitted . for His Royal Hj^hr 
ness's approbation, Mr. Cannings, was request^f) 
by Lord Wellesley, (as the channel of commu- 
nication thought likely to be most agreeable to 
Lord Liverpool,) to enquire of Lord Liverpool 
whether there would be a disposition on the 
part of Lord Liverpool^ and of his colleague$» 
or of any of them, to entertain aoy proposal, 
which should be made to them for forming pait. 
of such administration. 

The principles upon which the Administration 

was intended to be formed, were stated to be, 

1st. The taking into the early and serious cou' 

c S 
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> i. * 

sideration of the executive government the 
state of the lawls affecting the Roman Catholics^ 
^ith a sincere and earnest desire to bring that 
important question to .a finals and satisfactory 
settlement* 

2dly. The prosecution of the war in the Pe- 

* 

ninsula^ with the best means of the country. 

It was stated that there would be the strongr 
tst wish to comprehend in the arrangement, 
without any individual or party exclusion what- 
ever, as many as possible of such persons as might 
be able to agree in giving their public service 
to the country on these two principles. 



With respect to the distribution of offices. It 
was stated that nothing of any soft was decided, 
or stipulated : but that every thing would be open- 
to be arranged to the hpnour and satisfaction of 
all parties. 
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Ltxr4, Liverpoors Letter to Mr. CanrnQg^ May 23d. 

Fifthmscj May 9.3d, 181*.^ 

» 

My dear Canning, 
I have communicated to my colleagues the 

« 

memorandum which I received from you this . 
afternoon. 

They do not think it necessary to enter into 
any discussion of the principles stated in that . 
memorandum, because they all feel themselves 
bound, particularly after what has recently 
passed, to decline the proposal of becoming 
members of an administration to be formed by - 
Lofd Wellesley. - • 

Believe me, &c. &c. 
(Signed) 

LIVERPOOL. 



22 



■«■' 

'■'-. V. 

14 •• 



No. 3. 

Lord Melville's Letter to Mr. Cannings May 23d. 

Park Lane, S>Sd May, Id 12. 

Dear Canning, 

',-'••■ ^  . • 

You will probably have received to-night 

from Lord Liverpdol, the answer to the pro* 

pdsal which you left with him and communi* 

 . ■, • . '- 

cated to me this afternoon. Having stated to 

»  

you my strong repugnance^ or rather my de-* 
cided objection^ under present circumstances, to 
join an Administration of which Lord Wellesley 
was to be the head, i it might be sufficient for me 
to refer to ^Lord Liverpool's Reply, more espe- 
cially as 1 cjo.not wish to enter into any detailed 
reasoning on a question relating to a matter of 
personal feeling. I chink it duie, however, to 
you, as well as to .myself, to state distinctly, 
that I have no objection ito act with an Admi* 
nistration formed on the two principles, men- 
tioned in your memorandum ; though I think 
it improbable that any consideration^ which 
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the government can give to the subject . of thc; 

restrictions on the Roman Catholics, will enable 

» .  

it to propose such a system as will wholly, 
satisfy their claims, and at the same time 

afford that ^^gree of security to the Protestant 

.  » > 

Establishment, which is generally felt to be 

>l necessary. 

^ji ' I remain, &c. 



(Signed) 



MULVILLE. 



No. 4. 

Minute of Lord Wellesley's Communication to Lords 

Grey and Grenville, May 23d. 

Mmute of a Communimtian madeby Latd JVeln 
lesly to Lords Gr^ and Grenville^ at Lord 
Grey's hause^ May 234* 

Lord Wellesley stated, that he had received 
the commands of his Royal Highness the 
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Friuce Regent, to lay before his Royal High* 
iiess' \be plaii of such an administration as he 
(Lord Wellesley) miglit deem adapted to tlie 
present crisis of iafFairs. 

That he bad apprised his Royal Highness of ,. 
the necessity of ascertaining the views and dis- 
positions of all parties with regard to certaita 

It , r 

general principles previously to. the formatioi^ 
of any such plan. 

That he considered himself merely as the in- 
strument of executing^Ris Royal Highness'sf 
commands on this occasion, and that he neither 
claimed nor desired for himself any station in 
the administration Avhich it was in his Royal 
Highness's contemplation to form. 

• -It ' * " 

Under these cirfcumsttnces, he requested tft 
know whether any obstacle existed to the con- 
c;irrence <of Lords Grey and^Grenville, or their 
friends in the following general principles, as .^ 
the basis upop which an administration might 
be formed : 



1 
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First, That the state of the laws aflTect- 
ing the Roman Catholics, and the claims 

• » 

of that body of his Majesty's subjectSf should 
be taken into immediate consideration, witb a 
view to a conciliatory adjustment of those 
claims. ' 

Secondly. That the war in the Peninsula 
should be prosecuted on a scale of adequate vi* 
gour. 

Lord Wellesley stated, that, as Mr. Canning 

 • • •* . • 

and he agreed in these principles, he had re* 
quested Mr. Canning to communicate th^n to 

Lord Liverpool. 

* • * * * 

Lord Wellesley has reduced the substance of 
this communication to writing, and now «ub^ 
mits it to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville. 

(Signed) 

WELLESLEY. 



% jf 



2^ 



« 



t r 



t 



No. .&, 

Loid M pifft's letter t6 X^Mrd Wellesley, dated 23d Muf, 

. . i:dative to No, 4, 

5^. Jame^s Place, ' 
May 25rf, 1812. 

My 'LoRi>', 

IHaVe tlie' honour to acknowledge the receipt 

'I • 
of a copy of the Minutes of the conversation 

which your Lordships held with Lords Grey 

and^'<jretiiille Jand'! feel much indebted for 

f : ' ' I < 

the cbntiilUnteMi&ii accompanying them* 



» m;» 



The proposed consideKation of the Catholic 
Claims, and the adoption of a system of support 
to th^ S]f)dtii&fd§,^sucb as may be really capable 
of pfoti&cfhg'a d^disive tesiilt^ are the two points' 
of policy vVhitli i have long tnOnght\the most 
urgent for the benefit' of the country. The 
question relatiyeito t^ Orders in Council may 
be. deemed as in effect settled by the evidence 
adduced before the two Houses ; and the active. 



correction of internal abuses must be confidently 
assumed as the object of such a Ministry as 
is likely to be formed through your instrumen- 
tality. A plan of government^ therefore, oa i 

• • • » ^ • 

the basis proposed by, your ^Lqrdship, would 
have my most cordial wishes. Allow me to say, 
that this is not to convey any impKcation of 
engagement to accept office. This is not men- 
tioned from the remotest regard to the possibly 
distribution of situations ;. nor does it involve 
objections to any individual, as there is notliiii^ 
I should so much deprecate in *t he, present state 
of public affairs^ as a spirit of exclusion. Ji^deed^ 
the candour and delicacy manifested by your t 
Lordship in these communications, arc; a perfect 
pledge that the details of arrangements could 
not but be entirely satisfactory. 

I have the . honour, my Lord, to be l^^ith 

high esteem^ your Lordship's very obedient and 

bumble servant. 

(Signed) 

MOIRA. 

The Marquis Wdkslcy. . 



S8^ 



No. 6. 

Lord Lansdowne's Letter to Lord Wellcslcy, dated 23d 

'' • .  • *• 

*" , Majr, relative to No. 4. 

. * -...■■.  , . 

Berkeley Square^ 

Saturday night. May 234- 

• * 

Mr Lord, 

• * « ' ". 

1 am exceedingly sorry not to have been at 
hotne \vhen your Lordship did me the honour of 
calling at my house this morning, and am much 

obliged by the trouble you have taken in send- . 

' 'i .,'■'' ' •■ . ' * 

ing for my consideration, a copy of the minute 

of '{he communication made by your Lordship 

to Lord Grey and Lord Grenville. 



As Lord Grey and Lord Grenville thought 
proper jto. acquaint me con^deutially with that 
conamuoication, as well as the minute of the 
answer they proposed to return to it ; and as I 
generally concur in the feentimients they have 
there ^taf^d, I'shall take the liberty of referring 
your Lordship to that paper, and shall only add 
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there is np part^of ^it in .whiGb If more cordially 
coincide with thern, .than io the jexpre^sJQp of 
the gratification they have d^riye^; from yoiir 
powerful exertions in support of the claims of 
the Roman Catholifrs, atid. from'tlie manoer in i 

" which that subject is adverted to in your minute ] 



« •  t • * 



I have the honour to remain, with great re- 
spect, your I^ordships very faithful^ and moit 

' . ' . ' • ' • 
obedient servant. < . 

' '  (Signed) 

LANSDOWNE. 
• • The Mdrgttis ff^ellesley, S^c. 8^c. 



No. 7. 

liord Holland's Letter to Lord Wellesley^ dated May 23d, 

relative to No» 4. 

Mr Lord, 
I had t\k^ honour of receiving your note and 



 . * * 

'i^iickMiD'ey 'iSafd bdg hsite io ' return my sine ere 

tfa^ks 'f^r^our attefation in sending me so in* 

^ti^res^b^floidi&ttrly a coinmunication. 

Lord GrenMflle and liord Grey hkve Beein so gooil 
as to talk the ihattfer met ivkh me confidentially, 
and I have the satis&ction of finding that I ooncur 
^neraHy in their views tof the subjebt, and in- 
lieed, Itnow no better way of expressitig my dpi- 
nion, than by referring you to a memorandum 
which^ I believe, it is their intention to dieiiver 
to you to-morrow, morning. 

I am, my Lord, your obliged aad obedient 

humble Servant, 

(Signed) 

VASSAL HOLLAND, 
Camelford House, 
May 23cf. 



f , ._ t 



31 



% 



1 * I 






No. g. 



« < 



» •■ 



« 



« » 



V i 



Memorandum from Lords Grey and Grenville^ May ^h^ 
in Reply to Lora Weilesley's Miau4e> No. 4. 

• May24ih^ 18112. 
* In such a moment a& ttie present^ we feel it to 

* ' » » • * ' 

be the diity of all public men, both by traak aqd 

conciliatory explanations of principle, a^(l by x^ 

« ' .^ * ' ■* < 

total ab^ndoDinent of every perspo^l object^ tq 
facilitate, as far as may lie in their powieF, th^ 
means of giving effect to the late yctei pfrtbfi 
House of -Cominoqs^ and of aye]:ting the ineuni^ 
nent and unparalleled, dangers of the. country. 

Lord Wellesley has selected two amoqg tbi5 
many important subjects which must engage the 
attention of any men, who could, in such cifcupi- 
stances, be called, upon to consider of tjie a^c^p^; 
8^nce of Stations iq public trustf On- tbc^.twp^^ 
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points^ our explanation shall be as distinct as it 
18 in our power to make it; 

On the first, indeed, our opinion is too well 
known» and has b^n top ceceptly expressed^ to 
heed repetition. 

We have derived a very high gratification 
from Lord Wellesley's powerful exertions in 

isupport of the claicns of the Roman Catholics^ 

" ■' ' - ' ' •• • '  ' 

as well as from the manner in which* that sub* 

.'',.*.-■'• 

feet is adverted to in his Minute, and we do 

• • . '* 

bot hesitate to assure him, that we will warmly 

r 

support any proposal made by any Ministers 
for the itnmediate consideration of those claims,* 
with a view ta their conciliatory adjustment; 
a measure without which, we have already de- 
clared, that we can entertain ho hope, in any 
case, of rendering our own services useful. 

• • * 

As to the second point, no person feels more 
strongly than we do, the advantages whic^ 

* • * 

wiTuld result froiti a successful termination of 



\ 



thp pVQHWt coi^test in ^pfiiiu ^But we arc of 

* • 

opiqibii that the diricictioa of military oppr^tionj^ 
^ ^,^ f^xUnsive war, and the more or les^vigp?? 
OU8 prosecution of tho^ pperationSy are gu^^ 
tions, not of principle, but of policy ; to be 
regulated by circumstances, in their nature tem- 
porary and fluctuating^ itnd in many cases 
known only to persons in official stations, by 
the engagements of. the Country, the prospect 
of ultimate sqccessy th^ f^slent of the exertions 
necessary? for its attainment, and the means of 

stijjportipg tbojse jsfforf?: i¥iibpp$ ^p. gf«^ § 
pnessure oa tlie fioaaoas acid internal jpfotp^ity 
of the Country. 



• •* -.•- -w *»k 



I 

On such questions, therefore, no public men, 
either in or out of ofi^c^ can undertake for 
more than a deli^rat^. and dispassionate con^ 

F 

sideration, acc^^rdifig to the circumstances of 
the case as it may appear^ atid^tb'such miean^ 
of information as may then be within their 
reach. 



But we. cannot i.n.&iiicerity cdn'c«al froiBl 
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Lord Wellcslcy, that Jn the present state of 
the finances, we entertain the strongest doubts 
of the practicability of an increase in any branch 
of the public expenditure. 



No. 9. 



Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey^ dated 27tli May, commu- 
oicating the termiaation of Lord Wellesley's Com- 



mission. 



Apsley House^ 27th May^ 1812. 

1 o'clock, P. M. 

' • • •• '' w . * - 

Mt Lord, 
I take the earliest opportunity of communi- 
cating the enclosed papers to your Lordship* 
The paper (No* 2) has not reached me until 

within this hour. It appeared to me to be im- 

» 

portant, that the intelligence which it contains 
should be conveyed to yoiiir^ Lordship, to Lord 



'\ 



\ 
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Grenville, and tq your respective friends^ ai 
soon as may be practicable. 

I shall be happy to have an opportunity of 
stating to your Lordship and to Lord Grenville^ 
at any time that you may appoint, the whole 
course of my conduct, since I had the honour 
of seeing you* 

« 
I have the honour to Jbe, with grdat respec^ 

my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and 

faithful servant, 

(Signed) 

WELLESLEY. 



t » 



T shall remain at home for some time, and 
•hall be happy to see your Lordship and Lord 
Grenvilte, if it should be convenient. 



D 2 



• t 



No. 10. 

9 

lib. Cfumipg'f Statement to Lord Ajtelville^ inclo^ied io 

No. 9. 



«- « 



Park JLane, 9.6tk May, 1812, 
Lord Melville having stated to ' Mr. Canning 
tbat the ministers^ his colleagues, were consider- 
ing, under the special command of His Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent, how far they 
could^dvance to meet the first of the two pro- 
positions laid down as the basis of the Admi- 
nistration, proposed to be formed by Lord Wei* 
lesley ; Mr. Canning feels it necessary before 
be offers ^ny observation on that sl^teqacnt^ to 
jW(;[i}ire ^in wljat fituation Lord Melfrill^'s cpl- 
leagues conaidpr themselves as standing ^ tjip 
present moment. 

1 St. Do they consider Lord Wellesley 's com- 
mission at an end, and the former Administra- 
tion as rfe-established ? 






\ 



t1 

fid^ Are tli£ iiieiitoioii^, wki^h ate no\r g&tftg 

# 

on among them^ directed to the ascertaining^ 
the possibility of the individual members of that 
Administration^ or any of -them, acceding to an 
Administration to be formed by Lord Wellesley; 
or to some proposal . to be made by them as a 
government to Lord Wellesley and Mr. Can- 
tiitigp ' 

If Lord Wellesley 's commission is considered 
as at encli iV {s essential to Lord Wellesley 's 
hDtiolir thi^e the fact should be }>ublicly known, 
tie has totered upon communications which life 
could not terininate at the. point to which they 
were brought, without distinctly stating his 
commission to be at an end. 



^If what is now in contemplation is some new 
proposal to be made to Lord Wellesley and Mr. 
Canning, from the former Administration re- 
vived, then the revival of that Administration 
ought to be made matter of notoriety : and the 
proposal itself must be distinctly stated^ before 
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Lord Welleslcy and Mr. Cafiumg can tprm/m^ 
leait upqn it. 



No. 11. 

« 

Ijord M«Iville'6 Commanication to Mr. Cannings inelosed 

in No* 9. 

Glocester Lodge, Wed. May 27> 181 2. 

10 A.M. 
Lord Melville called upon Mr. Canning, and 
informed biin, in answer to the questions which 
Mr. Canning put to I*ord Melville yesterday, 

3 St. That Lord Wellesley's commission is 
considered by the Prince Regent as at an end. 



\*... 



Sd. That the persons now holding offices, 
hold them . only until their successors shall be 
appointed* . , 

Ix)rd Melville had understood Mr. Canning 
yesterday to say, that Lord Welleslcy was of 



S9 

opinion that bi^ con^tnission. was aj: an eQd ; birt 
that he (Mr. Canning) doubted iU , . 

This was a mistd&e. What Mr. Cannings 
stated was, that Lord Wellesley was in doubt as 
to the Prince Regent's intention; and that he 
(Mr. Canning) had no means of forming any 
opinion upon it , , ^ 



No. 12. 

Lord Grey to Lord WeUeslejr> 27th May, on the sulject 
of some woirds in Mr. Canning's Minute, No. I, of 
ibe Coounuaication to Lord Liverpool. 



Portman Square^ May 27 th, 1812* 
'MtLoRi), ' . \ . , 

I have the honc^r of returning the papers 

r 

which your Lordship was so good as to put 
inta my hands this morning. 



a material difFereace between -the 



t^fitisr in Which tfie two })rihi:iple^, pr&pos^il 

* • 

as tb^ basis of a new Administration, are stated 
in Mr.Canning^s^ Minute, and in that sent to 
ts/otd GreilviUe ^nd me by your Lordship. I 
tfiink it li6fcessiry to call your Lordship's atten- 
tion to this citcumstance, because if these dis*^ 
cussions should proceed fui*thery it tnay become 
of the utmost importance. 

I am, with the higtiest regard, my Lord. 

^our Lordship's very faithful and humble 

Servant, 

(Signti) 

GREY. 



No. 13. 

^ .■• * . - - ^ . * » 

liord Wellesley to Lord Grey, 98th Maf , trinsiliitting 
aa cxplai^toj^ Paper# No. 14^ sigaefl by Lord Wd- 
lesley. 

Jpsl^ Hw§e, 2Sth May, I8IS. 
Mr LoBDi 
I should have xetw^ned an earlier acknowled^- 



\ 



mcnt of the honour of your Lordship's' Letter 
of yesterday, had I not thought it necessary to 
see Mr. Canning, before I troubled your Lord- 
iAiij» with niy answir to yoiii' ol^serrdtibfjS^ Oti* 
chir ffespiSctive ihinut^s/ 

Having carefully examined those papers, and 
compared them with our "view of the points, 

f 

to which they refer, we have drawn the enclosed 
paper for your Lordship's information, and have 
authenticated it by our respective signatures. 

* » 

I have the honour to be, with the greatest 
rfcspect^ My Lord, your Lordship's faithful and 
buffible servant 



(Signed) 



WELLESLEY. 



< . f 



m 



No. 14, • '  

 '  * 

9 

Paper signed by Lord Wellesley aod Mn Canning, an^.' 
transmHted to Lcnrd Grey, in reply to liord Grey's 
Letter, No. 12. 

t • « * 

Tbe variance in point of phrase in the two 

Propositions as stated by Lord Wellesley and 

» 

Mr, Canning, in their Minutes of Conference, 
arises from this circumstance, that Lord Wei- 
lesley and Mr. Canning went to their respective 

conferences without having thought it necessary 

^ • ' ', \ ,' ..... . . — * -• 

previously to reduce, into a written for5i^ the. 
communications, which they were to make, 
being in full possession of each others senti* 
ments upon the subject of them* 



r 



The two minutes were written by them as 
containing the substance of their respective 
communications ; that of Mr. Canning in Lord 
Liverpool's presence; that of Lord Wellesley 
immediately after his return from Lord Grey. 



. There does not appear to Lord Wellesley a04 
Mr. Cannings to be any substantial variance in 
the first proposition. 

The word ** early" in Mr. Canning's Minute, 
might be exchanged for the word " immediate'' 
used by LordWellesley, without, in any degree, 
altering tTie' sense; as with a motion actually 
pending in the House of Commons, which (but 
for the events which have recently taken place} 
i^rould have come on this very day, the object 
of which, was to compel the executive govern- 

* * 

ment to take the subject of the Catholic Ques- 
tion into consideration, it cannot be necessary 

to say, that Mr. Canning has no wish to defer 

•• ■" . * 

that consideration ; on the other hand, conside- 

• ' • , ' /. ' 

ration by the executive^ government is the 

object which it is Lord Wellesley 's intention to 

recommend; nor does he conceive aiiy further 

Parliamentary proceeding to be necessary or 

practicable, this session, than such as might be 

sufficient to insure, either by compulsion upon 

a hostile Administration,' or by pledge from a 



ttitbdly^ one, tlife <2otlsid^rAtion df the quesrtioti 
duii&g the recess, with A iritW to its beibg 
brought before Parliament, by thfe reio^iinen'^ 
elation of the crown, early in the ensuing ses- 
sion, 

9 

A committee to enquire into the state of the 
kWs, has been already negatived in both Housei^ 
this session. A '' conciliatory adjustment,^ of 
tiie claims of the Irish Catholics is the object which 
Lord Wellesley and Mr. Canning have equally 
at heart : and it enters equally into both their 
views that to be '^ conciliatory/' that adjustment 
must be so framed as to embrace the interests and 
opinions of the English Catholics also, and to 
obtain the enlightened and ^deliberate consent of 
the Protestants of both countries. 

They would think any adjustment very imper- 
fect, which, instead of extinguishing discontent, 
only transferred it from the Catholic to the Pro- 
testant. 

- But they concur in entertaining a coiifidint 
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belh^y th<(^ tlK? great purpose of secuqpg the 
,^€a(^ pf t|ae jEmpire, may be best answered ^pt 
ibf ^T*mg A triumph to any one party, b^t by rf;- 
cwcUingal!. 

In the substance of the second proposition 

there is no variance as to any practical and pros- 

< - " . • . . . -* 

pective purpose, though undoubtedly there is, 

pit • w w 

and it is natural tl)ere should be, some as to the 
past, arising from the difference of Mr. Can- 
ning's and Lord Wellestey's respective situa- 
tions. , , . . 

• - . » 

When Mr. Canning says, that the Peninsular 
War is to be carried on " with the best meatis 
" of the Country," he intends the greatest scale 
of exertion, which t)ie means of the Country 
may be foun4 capable of sustaining. 



/■ r 



If Lord Wellesley's expression, ** a scale of 
*' adequate vigour,'' may be construed to imply 
the proposition, that the late exertions of this 
Country have not been proportioned to the 
grsat otgect of the War, or have not been, duly 
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distFibuted, or apportioned, this prdpdsjtioii 
Mr. Canning certainly does not intend either to 
affirm^ or to deny ;' simply; because, not having 
been in the Government during the last two 
years, he has not sufficient information to be able 
to pronounce an opinion, whether the exertions 
of those two years have or have not been bplow 
the proper scale, or have been \vell or rll adminis- 
tered } nor how far they may now admit of being 
extended, or of being more judiciously applied. 

» 

He concurs, however, entirely with Lord. 
Wellesley in wishing to extend them to the ut- 
most power of the Cou^ntry, and to apply them 
in the manner best calculated to answer their 

end. 

(Signed) 

WELLESLEY. 

GEORGE CANNING. 



^ 
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No. 15. 

Lord Grcy*s Reply to Lord Wellesley, May 29tlu 

: Portman Square ^ May Ogthy 18 i 2. 

lyiy Lord, 
I had last night the honour of receiving yout 

Lordship's letter, enclosing a paper explanatory 

of the difference which I had remarked between 

your Lordship's ininute and Mr. Canning's, 

together with a copy of the latter. ' 

I beg your Lordship t4> be assured that in 

the observation, to which I had thought it 

necessary to call yotir Lordship's attention, I 

could have no object but that of preventing tlie 

. . / 
possibility of any future misunderstanding. 

We had not entered into any expianation, 

(which, under the circumstances of the monfient 

would perhaps have been premature,) of llie 

details of the conduct necessary \o give effect 

to the first of the propositions, offered by your 



4g 

Lordship as the basis of a new Administration* 
' From the difference of the terms used by Mr. 
Canning in stating that proposition, I was ap- 
prehensive that it might be his opinion, in <pn- 
currence with your Lordships that ucf Parlia- 
 mt^ititary proceeding, with reference to the 
Claims of the Catholics, should take place 
rluring the present session. To such an opiqion 
I coujd not have assented ; and I felt jit tQ fape 
due both to your Lordship and Mr. Cac^ning, 
immediately to draw your attention to 4 ppijstt, 

m 

on which it was so desirable that there should 

be a clear understanding between us. 

, - . • .... 

^^ I hope it is unnecessary for me to utate, that 
1 can look at the situation of the Catholics (both 
Irish and English) with no other view than 
that of the public. interest; and that nothing 
can be further from my disposition or (ny. inten- 
tion, in a matter of such prercmii^nt impor* 
tanc?, th^p. to give to ^by; Qm pjirty a; tfibi^ph 
at the expense of ano^ther. Bjut I. do nat con- 
ceive that the Repeal of the rii^abiiitiQa^of which 



49 

the Cfttholics complain, can give any just caiiM 
of discontent to their protectant fellow objects { 
and I am strongly of opinion^ that theeSc^y of 
diat measure mi^t in a great degree depend on its 
4>eing carried into effect virith the least possible 
delay, and with the clearest demonstrations of a 
conciliatory and confiding spirit. Under thtt^ 
iinpression^ J should isery reluctantly abandoa 
4he hope of passing a Bill for such Repeal, evea 

during the present session ; but if this cautiot 

» ■> 

be done, I hold it to be indispensable, that the 
most distinct and authentic pledge sIk^uM; be 
given, of the int^tion, both of the Eidsciiti^ye 
^Government and of Parliament, to take tiip 
matter up as one of the ikst measures of the 
next To a proceeding of this nature, from the 
pap^ signi^ by your Lordship and Mr.. Caur 
ning, I am led to hope that you would tiot be 
adverse. . * 

'- As to the second proposition, the diiFerenci 
^wliich I had obser%^ed was much less important 
It Is impossible to reduce a question of this na- 



/ - 



  

whole, sutipfict b^Qg le^t-open lK>i&tii«eii€O0iidl!^' 
tatioA) tnd>(leckibQy I canliave. no , heatr&tipn i* 
•ttbseiybinigp .tiKtbe.pi^oftitka3». thz^iSi it ^liobM 
he jfomldi CKpodiei^ti tipi Jooiitiuiei thg exerdou: iki» 
M(b^ »05)K maklog in tfae Feotoduta^ tl^jaihcml^ 

I-hflVe, t fear, trouWed your Lordsbip- much 
mom &aa i» necessary ynder the circiunatano^ 
of^'oui^ preset lutuation/ and I wiH cmly ad4» 
)ikat if we shpuldrbe calkd iipon topiM^suetbese 
tmiaidffrattionsL ill tbey; practical detaiJs'^ it wiH 
lie my iliost anxious wi^h/ tbat no.dii&rfnce, of 
i4>^l^n» ^y ^ foottd tq 6Kiit betweriL us^ re* 
specting the conduct to be adopted by. a, Gt>- 
yernment, equally solicitous for the internal 
pgifcipeanfl harniony o£ the Empire and for the 
p^O9e(;u,ti0D^ of. military' (i^oi!£i;tion$ in snqh a 
tnp4e,AS i^Bff. a^^pt^M* mfistiCipnfluQive toour niti- 



N 



V 



Sf, 



mate aecttrityi: jbord • 6fTenviIIe, to- Vhom^ 1 
hkre oonraruuicarted your Lord^bip^s; letter, imd 
its enclcmures^ desires nie to espresr hits teidial 
PMeotMttM i* dijo wish;. 

I 

FKave tilw ieoQttr to be, with the higlKst 



* * 1 1 



(Signed) 

GREY. 



No. 1& 

" * - '   ' • • 1 • ■•■  •• • 

Loid WeOesky's Bepljr to Lbrd Gray, May 2dth, 1812. 

Mr LoKbi 
1 request your Lordship to accept my sincere 
thanks for your letter o£ this day*s date. 

111 the actual state of afiairs it might be 

«2 
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fleemed premature tier inter into iaty more 
particular discussions, .than those already sufa-^ 
initted to your Lordship on the points, to which 
you have adverted with so much perspicuity,- 
ability, and candour^ ^ 



■• « 



: But I cannot omit tliis opportunity of itssuf* 
ing' your Lordship, that I have (|ejrlve4 fipm thift 
tentiment«» so Justly expressed in your letlter^ 
a firm expectation, that if the advice, which I 
have humbly offered to the Prince Regent 
should be ultimately approved, a happy prospect 
will open to the Goutttry*^ of recovering internal 

» 

Peace, and of prosecuting the War with success, 
under an Admin istrsttion worthy of the confi- 
dence of the Prince, and of the People, and 
equal to tht ardaoui! charge of Public affairs! 
ail the difficulties and dangers of thd 



pi»eBt crisis. 



«• 



I have the honocrr to be, with the highest re- 
spect. My Lord, your lordship's iiiost faithful 
and obedient Servant, 

(Signed) 
* WELLESLEY. 
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IXo, 17. 



t < » / 1 •» « 4 



|x)rd Welleeley's Minute of Commankatioii to Lonls 
<jrey and Grenville^ June Ist, 

^inute of a Communication made dy Lord fFeh 
iesley to Lord Grey, at Lord Grey*^ House^ 

Jfune Uty 1812. ; 

.- Loi'd Wellesley stated that he had, on that 
mbrning, received full authority from the Prince 
Regent to form an Adniinistration under hia 
Royal Highnesses coBiinand3 ; and that he was 
specially authorised to commumeate with L6rd» 
Grey and Grenville on the sulgect. . 

r 

i 

That Hi» Royal Highness entertained no wish 
to excliide frotn the proposed Administration^ 
any person, or description of persons, who CPuld 
unite in the principles on which the Administi:ar 
tioa was to be founded. 

* That the two proposition^ &tated in Lord 
Wellesley 's Minute of May 23d, and su^se^ 



queptly f^xptained \n the Ictterji Avfcich had 
passed between Lord WelkVley and Lord Grey, 
pf the dates of the 27th^ 28t}i^ and fj^gth of May, 
18 W, were intended by His Royal iiighftess to 
constitute the foundation 6f His Adminbtn^- 
tion* 

 , . t - • ' *' • . . , 

That l|is Royal Ifighne^s bad signified His 

" , -■ . 

plesispfe, that Lord Wellesley should conduct the 
formation of the Adtniuistratiop in all its 
brancjbesi and should be First Commissioner of 

V ■* • i - * 

the Treasury; ^nd that I^ord Moira, Lord 
'^Tsl^inp, and Mr. Canning;^ ^hoiild bp Membpni 
of th^ Cabinet 

« 

That it was pit)babie, that a Cabinet, formed 
on an enlarged basi3> must be extended to the 
number of twelve tir tbirteen IVIembers : that 
|;he Prince Regent wished Lords Grey aikl 
Grenville, on the part pf their friencik, to oret 
pommepd for His Royal Highn^s's approbatiop 
the namps of four Persons, (if the Cabinet 
ifcouW consist of twelve) apd^of ^ve Persons, 
(if the (i^^abinet $bo|ild icpn^ist of tbirt^n) t« 



be appoiiited .by His Roy^l Highness to fill such 
stations in His CouiitHs ^& might hereafter be 
AiraAfiredk * 

V 

That Hiai Royal Highness left the selection 
of the tuBxies t6 Lords VSn^ Vittd Grenyille with- 
out any exception m personal exclusion. 

Irtiat in coYnpteting ttie hew arrangement 

• » • • • ' _ .' 

the Prince Regieht Hoi grafated to IjdrA Wei- 
feiley, entire liberty to propose fbir his Royal 
Highnesses approbation^ the names of any p^* 
sons now occupy bg stations in His Royal Hig^- 
tteBs*s Cbun^cils, or of aiijr othfer persons. 

that If the propoiilidp made to lord* fejrejr 
^fad Orenrille, sboul^^ be ikcceptlsd aA thfe butlifi^ 
^ an irrtiJgWntt^t^ all lather ^ttei^ would bfe 
dtetaiAsed with th^ japjcf^t flQ.^io^is kolkitude t6 
promote luu^ony ^^ general a^commodiitiOQ. 

<%ned) 



4-.- > 
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No. 18. 

Lord Grey to Lwd Well^te^y dated 2d Jane^ 4ib the 

Subject (tf No* 17. 



n 



I* 



Camelf^dHousCi Junei49\%l% 



My LoED, 

^ I lost no time in siending for Liord Grenvjllet 
^nd have communicated to him, since bia arri- 

val, the proposal jnade ,to ipe yesterday by your 

• -• • 

Lordship. , . 

We have felt the niecessity of a further com^ 
munication with our friends, and this, I fear, 
^i\\ make it impossible for ^a .to s^nd our final 
Itnswer to the minute which I had the honour of 
Receiving from your Lordship yesterday evening, 
till a late hour to-night, or early to-|nQrrq\if 

  • 

inofning. 

To obviate, -however, as fajr as 1 can, any Idt 
convenieijcc whiph might arise from this delay, 
I thiqk it fight to state to your |^«dship, that 



\ 



I s*- 



4fae feeling which I yesterday expressed to you; 
as to the nature of the proposal which you wet4 
authoriaod by the Prince Regent to make lo 
Lord Grenville and me, has been confirmed by 
subsequent reflection, as well as by the opinion 
of Lord GrenviHe^and^ Indeed, of every person 
ifitb whom I have hitherto had an opportunity 
of consulting. 

1 have the honour to be, with the highest 
regard, my Lord, yoor LordshipV very faithful, 
humble servant. 



(Signed). 



GREY. 



J^o. 19. 

Lord Grey's and tord Granville's Reply, (June 3d) to 
Lord Wellesley's Mmuieof tb^ 1st of June. 

Camejfbri Souse, June 9^, 18 IS. 
Mt Lord,' 
We have considered, with the most serious 

attention, the minute which we have had the 






bonoiir to feoqvs froiS'your.Loniisbip ; l•nd^«t 
iiare oornmiankfiitect \t to $uch of aur frWudi 
fts we havehad tiie Dpfiortuuity of ooasuluiig- 

On the ocddMon of m propcml maik to ni 
under the Mthorilty df his Royal High dew tlie 
FtiDte Regent, #e wish to Tenew^^ in the most 
solemn manner, the declaration of our uti* 
feigned desire to have facilitated, as far as vtras 
in o»r power, the means bf giviAg efFeet to the 
late vote of the House of Common^ and of 
averting the imminent and unparalleled dangers 
of the country. 

I 

No sense of the public distress and difficulty, 
no personal feelings Of whatever description, 
would have prevented usf under such circum* 
stances, from accepting, with dutiful submis- 
sion, any situations 4li which we could- have 
hoped to serve his Royal Highness usefully and 
hoi^orably. 

*• 3 * • r 

But it appears to us, on the most dispassiotiate 
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i 



fdBebttbiiy that -f he proposal atafecT fotnsl^ yniit 
Locdsliip^caoQot jUtiify any m^ch escpectatkm; 



We are invited not to discuss with your 
Lordship, or with any other public men, ac* 
cording to the usual practice in such cases, the 

* * *  

various and important considerations, both of 
measures and of arrangements, which belong to 
the formation' of a new government in all its 
branches ; but to recommend to his Royal HigV 

w t . • 

ness a number, limited by previous stipulation, 

<• •■ » . 

of persons willing to be included in a cabinet, 
of which the outlines are already definitely ar« 
ranged. 

To this propps^ w^ could not accede without 
the ¥^crific? of the very ot^ect which the House 
of Commons has . recoi|)inended, the formation 
of a strong and eflicient Administration. We 
enter not into the examination of the rf^lative 
proportions, or of the particular arrangements 

which it has been juclged necessary thus pre- 

-*.*•*#. .'■.••■ •  .^ • '^ • 

vjously to establish. It is to the principle of 



y 
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dmunioh and jealousy tbart we objiec t. To tlit 
siippose<;l balance of contending inceresth m t 
cabinet^ sotneasuced out by proliminary st'ipular 
tipns* Ti;e titnijes |inperiiously require ao Adjni* 
ni$tration united in prinqip^ ancj,^ strong, 19 
mutual reliance, possessing also the confidence 
.of the crown, ai|<l assured of its:Support in thd3C 
healing measures, M^high the public safiety re^ 
quires, and which are necesisary to ^^cu^fe to the 
governinent the opinion, and af&ctions of the 
people. 

*' * 

No such hope is presented to us by this pro- 
ject, which appears to us equally new in prac- 
tice, and objectionable In "^principle. It tends, 
as we think» to establish within the cabinet 
itself a system of counteraction, inconsistent 
with the prosecution or any uniform and bene- 
ficial course of |)oficy7"^ ' '  - 



« 1- . *' «'• 



We must therefore request permission to de- 
clineall participation in a government cons ti- 
tuted ui>on such principles. Satisfied^ as we 
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•re, thM the certftiii to# of dflbaracter, which' 
must atise fmm *W to ' oufsel ves, ' could be pio^ 
ductivekjniy of 4t«iin}6n, and Weakness ii|i tby 

Adnftinistratioti. of the public interests. 

...  '  

I I .. • A. 

^e have t)ie hoftiour to be, vn/y Ldrd, you» 
l/ytdshtp'^ iuo»t faitbfuli and' most obediebt^ 
buoible servanti^ 

" (Signed) * 

GREY, * 

GRENVILLE. 



No. 2a. 

t 

Explanatory Letter fixHn Lord. Moini to Lord Groyi^ 
June 3d, on the subject of Lord Wellesley'a Minute, 
No. 17. 

JutieSd, 1818. 

Mr DEAR LoBO, 

The answer winch you and Lord Granville 
have return^ ta tbeurouoaal made by Lord Wei- 



42 

yikf^:WBmik^1i»tiim m dblique iap^atton tipot 
vmt ikm^m-l ioCtwl. jote K-«iw$id&rtld(m of 
ftmr utataBMoM^ « ftki # it itiajF dmwy that ink* 
peadimeat^ afiro6edHyii% im wi^hf 1 was ihiicrf?iMK 

You represent the prdpositton for an a'rrangemerft 
iMAnttltted 4o y(M a« one calittlktjMlb to timmi m 
C^bmeC iipon a prioapk €#190^^ WfieA 

tlie moat mateiliidf the pabik: c^edt^; whi<iH'«ftHie 
to tir Ae immediate groitiidr4>f that CabinetV 
eiertion, had been previously understood betweel^ 
the parties^. I onnit ta difficult for oie to oouipre- 

« 

bend what principle of counteraction could ht 
introduced. If there be any ambiguity which 
does not strike m^, in Lord Weltesley's last paper^ 
surely the construction ought to besought in the. 
antecedent communipatioD;. and I think the basis 
on ^rhicb tliat con|manication,had announced thp 
U[itended Cabioet to stand; waa gerfoctly clear, > 

Witb regard" to the indication of certain 
individuals, i can assert that it was a measure 

^ . • • • . 

adopted through the highest sp^i^it of fairness to 
you atid your friendi. Mh Cannritig^s nainc 
^s mentioired; bct^se* L^rd W*lle«ley wou\A 
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iHMre>dBclUi«b (^Sce.withQiilc: bii|».;c aniat Mnaift 

fissjciae'^aiid mine wsrt3tucd vmh a.iiiM«:;o£ 

•iMMiriiig, tlla»^&ord^ Wcttdstty, dp >ft« fMtt^bki^ti^ 

my jeataB^jr tQ niaintflm.aprepomkfcnic^M d^ 

cabmet, actukllj M^^ Mt^dtity to those vribeh^ 

been actas^imed' to tdncur upon ^tnost public 

« 
(pK^sdoQs; and he specified Loi'd Etskhie and 

mys^lf^ tliat you might sefe the iiirinber submit- 
ed for your exclusive nomination waft not nar-' 
rowed by the necessity of advertence to us* The 
choice of an additional member of the cabinet 
left /to you, must pro.ve^how undistinguishabfe 
we, considered our interests and your's, when. this 
was referred to vpuf cpnsideration as 4 mere 
matter of conve^ii^ce, the. embarraasmput of a 
mmerous, cabijoct being well koown. There? 
ference to membicts of Uie l^le. cabinet, or other 
persons, was always to be coupled with the 
established point, that thc^: were such as could 
concur in the principles laid down as the founda- 
tion for the projected n>inistry. And the state- 
ment was principally dictated by the wi>b 16 
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•tiew^ that no system of exclusion could interfere 
with, the arrangements y Uch the public service 
might demand. On the selection of those, pert 
sons, I. aver the opinions ofyou^ I;^ard QretiviHe* 
and the others whom^ you might bring forward 
as Men))l)e^9 of . the Cabijrieti were to operate as. 
fully as pur own, and this w^$ to he the case also 
with regswd to subordinate oQices. The exjjres- 
sion, Ihat this was left to bfc proposed by Lord 
Welleslej^ was intended to prove that His Royal 

Highness did not, even in the most indirect man- 

• ■«•-■•,».., ^ • • , -• * • ' 

Aer, suggest any one of those individuals; It 
is really impossible Uiat the spirit of fairness 
can have been carried farther than has been 

the intention "iff this negotiation. I thcttifore 

.' » •- ' *' • ' ' ♦' 

lament' most deeply, that aii arrangeineJQt so 

Important for thtf 4otir«t& of the country should ^ 

go oiBT upbn points wKch I cannot but. tbiut^ 

wid6 ofthesubstariceof the case. : * 



. (Signed) 



MOIRA. 



• •  # 



i 



■J 
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3if9. 2h 



« p 



Lord Wellesley to Lord Moira, approving Lord Moira's 
Letter. (No. 20.) to Lord Grey, of the 3d June. » 

Jpskj/ House, June 3d, 18 12. 

4 
% 

.-* Mt "DfiAkiLottP., . 

I retiirii the copy of your LjmlshlpY letter to 

. ,. toril Grey* This communi9atioa to Lord Grey 

.i-jimo^tm^ful, and the substapce of it \^ adrai- 

r^bly jii(]icious, clear, anxl eorr^Qt, , 



» t 



• • « k •» - 



■•J • < t 



My declarationji .tUis^d4y^ ^in^ the House of 

Lords, was indispensably necessary to my public 

! Md. private honour.; bothy gif .^hicl;. wo^ld have 

.. bcjpu nivplved,.if I had Mt^ ja full Parlian]<>otg 

.. taaoQpced, .that I had tesigned the, coi^missioUi 

» 

with which his Eoyal- Highucss^bad charged 

9 

nic. 

Belieirc roc, &c, 

* 

• (Signed) WELLESLJEY. 



'M 



No. ii. 



LoxA Grey's R^ly to Lord MoiraV Letter (No. 20.) of 

the 3d of June. 

* * • 

X 

^ Portman Square^Mh June, 1812. 

Being obliged to go immediately froni the 
House of Lords to a dinner party, and aftervtrarcis 
to a meeting at Lord Grenville's, which occupied 
me till a late hour^ it was not in my power tQ 
answer your letter last nigh t« 

You must be too well aware of my personal 
feelings towards you, of my esteem for ^ your 
character^ and of my confidence in your honour, 
to entertain any opinion respecting yout con- 
duct, inconsistent with those sentiments* No- 
thing, therefore, could be more remote from my 
intentioii, and I am desired by Lord Grenville, 
to whom I have shewn your letter, to give you 
the same assurance on his part, than to cast any 
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• • 



'imputfttion whatever on you/as to the part yo^ 
have borne in the proceedings which have lately 

' taken place, for the Formation of a nevr AdnU'* 

1. • . . 

nistration. We know with how sincere an 

• * •  

anxiety for the honour of the Prince, andfor the 

( • f  

public interest/ you have laboured' to effect that 
object. 

Whatsoever objections We may* fcel, therefore, 

T. • -'  ' • ••  • . f • 

to the proposal which has been made to us, we 
beg they may be understood as' having no refe* 
rence whatever to any part of your conduct. 
' That proposal was made to us in a fohnal ' and 
authorized communication from Lord Wei* 
lesley, both personally to me, and afterwards in 
a written minute. It appeared to us to be 
founded on a principle to which we could not 
assent, consistently witli our honour, and with a 
due sense of public duty, The -.grounds of this 
opinion have been distinctly stated In our joint 
letter to Lord Wellesley, nor can they be altered 
by a private explanation; which, though ^t 
might lessen some obvious objections to « jpart 
of the detail, still leav^ the general character 



J 



ef the proceeding unphanged. Nothing, could 

, be more painful to noe than to enter h|to anjr 

thing like a controversial di8cu$3ion with you, in 

which I could only repeat more at large the 

iKune feelings and opinions which^ in concur* 

. rence with . Lord Grenyille, I have already, ex- 

pressed in our formal answer. I beg only to 

assure you, before I conclude, that I liave felt 

yet y sensibly^ and sh^U always baye a pleasure 

-ia acknowledging your personal kindness tp qje 

^in the coune of this transaction. « 



I ram, with every sentiment of true respect ai^ 
attention.- . . <. !: 

.. My DBAE LORP, t 

Your> most faithfully^ 



Xa \ 



OREY. 



the Sari of Moira. 



* . 
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No. 23. 

»■ 

Lord Wellesley's Reply to the Letter (No, 19^ from 

• " ' . _ » . • . ' , • • '• 

Lords Grey and Grenville, of the 3d of June. 

• _ 

Apsley House^ June 3d^ 1813. 

* * •* 

' Irtccived theietter, by-which 1 was honoured - 
from your Lordships this morning, with the" 
most sincere regret; «nd I have discharged th« 
|>ftinful duty of subtnitting it to His Royal High- 

T 

ncss the Prince Regent. It wouldiiaveaflfbVd6d^ 
me some consolation, if the continua&oe'of tixe 
authority confided to'^e by Ilis Royal Highness 
had* enabled %ic^/ under His Royal Highnesses 
commands, to offer to your Lordships a full and 
candid explanation of those points in my minute 
of the 1st of Junes which your Lordships appear 
to me to have entirely misapprehended, fiut as 
His Royal Highness lias been pleased to inti- 
mate to me his pleasure, that the formation of a 
new Administration should be intrusted to other 



TQ^i 



r 



hanils^ I have reiqucst^l permission to decline all 

further concern in this transaction. 

» 

I remain, however^ extremely anxious to sub^ 
Ttit to your Lordships, some explanatory ; bbser- ' 
^rations respecting the' communications which I 
have had the honour to make to you ; and I 
trust that your Ldrdships will indulge me with 
that advantage, although I can noldngfifr address 
you under thewnction of th(? Prince Jlegenjlfs 
Hfnthority* 



« .1 



J haf^fi the hoTOjur to lie» with ^eat respepi^ 
H)r ^^^f:Jf9^^ ^^^ faithful^ and obedient 




. I 



^••«<, A.«« 



i • •• • • \: * ' " .1 » 
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< • ' * • . •« i ^ 
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•'.. 



Ko.24. 



« # 



Lord Wellesley to Lord Grey, on the same Subject, 

dated 4tli June. 

ApsUy Hcnscj June ^^l&lif ^ 

My Lord, 

'j,. • - ... i 

• « 

When J applied yest^rdaj to your Lordship 
;tiid Lord, Grenville^ for permission to siibpiit to 
you fome explanatory observations^ ^espectiiw 
the communications which I have had the 
honour, to make tq yon by the authority of: the . 

Prince Jlegent/| M^as not aware that Lord 
Moira had addre^s^d a letter to your Lordship,, 
of the same nature as that 'which I was desi-> 

« • - . . ^ r . - . • y / 1 * • ', J 

rous of conveying ^oyou* . ^^^ /, 

l^t fortfi of w»9l\ fk.\c^, jjttonfjftoBit Xxwl; i 
l|oita or.fi^9^ imi^ Vitir^be0fl;pk>jitfit|v94:iieiU»i. 

Regent, to open any further communicailiMli* 
with your Lordship, or with Lord Grenville ; 
a ckcimlsttoo; ^liieht^dC^jriameht,' ttnde/a 






ttnguine hope, that additional explanations, 
sanctioned by autliorffy; •might have removed 
the existing obstacles to, an amicable arrange- 



• «. 



ment. 



'• 1 - 



O 14 •• » 



LSSrcTMoiraliias sent me a copy of' his letter* 
to your Loitlship of yesterday's date ; and as it 
ccyn tains au accurate/ clear, and candid state* 
mUntof the' real objects of the proposal, which 
I tronveyed to youj it appears to me to nave 
furnished y oil with as full an explanation as can 
be giyenMh an unauthorised paper. Under 
these cifcumsfaiices, it might t>e deemed super- 
fidous trouble to your lordship and to Lord 
GrenvilTe^ ^fo solicit'' your attention to a private 
letter from^ me; although I should be most 
happy If any opportunity were afforded, of 
r^newng a' cOMi Uaib»j^ 4]it^iQihrse^ under the 
cOMRtoau^' of the Pritf^o Rtgient, with a view 
t^^taifi* tbe-olljeet ibftmriteeit ^ommiinica^ 

m ' • • ' "^ 

: I havf tbe,h(^(WF Mi.^i'mtk great rmpect, 

• No. 20. 



, ^ 



1% 

• • • t . 

My 'Ix>F<i| your Ij^okM^V ^»ok ^fiiftfa^ «^ 



humble servant. 



- .  « 



.. . » *v 



■u > ' ^ 



(Signed) 



WEI,I4SI4X. 






*■ » • • • • , « 



^1 



;. *;»^ r 
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* I • » 



« - . > * 



« »~ 



4.f ^ *•*•• • 



» • , • » 



No. 25. 



LiMd Gnj^a IU]dy to Lord Wellesley** Lette, No. 24. 



, . ^ * .. » i' 



Toriman Square^ Jmf,4^h^ 1812« 



, 1 • • ^"1 



I have had the honour, pf fMeivias; your 
Lordship's Letter of tlii^dj^js 4«ta«. 



1 1 






As Lord Hoira has comamniGated to^your 
Lordship the copy of his letter to noe, I take it. 
for granted that you have in the same manner 

been put in possessicm of wy answer, which 

• •• 

contains all that lean say with respect to ^c 
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ship to Lord Grenville and myself^ 

• •  
I Vifts perfectly aware, that Lord Moira's 

]felter cottld in no degree be considered as an 
authorised communication, but that it was 
simply a priyate explanation offered for the pur- 
pose of removing the objections, which had 
been stated by Lord Grenville and me to the 
proposal contained in the written minute trans^ 
mitted to us by your Lordship, under the 
ai^thprky pf tl^e, Prinqe R^ept ^nt though, 
it could not vary the effect of that Minute in 
fiiy ppinion^ I was happy to receive it a» an 
expression of personal regard^ and. of Jthat 
desire, which we readily acknowledge both in 
your Lordship and Lord Moira, and which is 
reciprocal on the part of Lord Grenville and 
niy$elf^ that no difference , of opinion o;i tjic 
matter iii question, should produce on either $ide^ 
any personal impression, which misht obstruct 

>. ;.'■* .It' it 

the jTf ne wal of a conciliatory intercourse, when- , 
ever a more favourable opportunity, shall bf 
afforded for it. 






''i base :the. bbhinir to' te^ iwttlii ibeilnglMst / 
ragttd. My Lord, y<^ur Iwri^pV-Very ikil^ful  
bumble. 9«rvaB4^ ' 



» » »< 



.- GREY. , 



*  X » 



I ♦' 



No. 2(6. 

: - . •  « • • • ' *  • • 

l4Nrd ])loira to LordS; Grgr and Grenville^ pn^osmi; a|i 
Interview with them, 5 th June. 

Lord Mcnra presents his best compliments io 

,__ , • , '-  ' ' ' . ' ' " '.^ 

Earl Grey and Lord Grenville* Since Lord Wdi- 

lesit^ has declared his Commission from the Prince 
Regent to be at an end, Lood Moira, (as being 
honoured with His RoyaHdiighness's oonfidenoe) 
Ventures to indulge the anxiety he feels, that an 
«n9P^f>ei}t lof ^e-u|«j«!8^ ippQrtaacQfqr.th9 i;)|p- 
i^WJt^.^f ^ Country #^4 Kipt g<)Qffou<a»y ipia^. 
nod^t^^dingt , . 



< • .  



He therefore intreata Lord Grey and Lord Gren^ 



7(i 

to adfeit to the .eiplaiiatory letter*, of t^ third 
of Jone, written by him to the former. And if 
the dispositions therein expressed ^all appi^ to 
them likely to lead, upon conference, toanyadvao'- 
ti^eou^ result towards co-operation in the Prince*$ 
Service, he will be happy to have ^an interview 
with them. 

Should the issue of that conversation prove such 
as he would hopt^ hia^plg^ would be to solicit 
the Prince Regent s permission tjp^ address them ^ 

CDfmdly. ' He adopts this mode to preclude a)I 
diffictthies in the outset. Let him be permitted to 
remarjs:^ that the very, urgent pressure of Public 
Affairs Tenders thje most speedy deter;nination in^ 
finitely desirable. 

\ 

June 5^ lR12f * ^ - ^ 



N. B, This was written in the presence of the 
I>uke of Bedford, in consequence of conversation 
with his Gracei and was by him carried to Lof*d 
Grey. 



• No. 20, 
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No. 27. 



«. •• 



ffojte frdnl Lctfds Gkey and Grentffie^ Anilkiiiig uoUiK 

' thorized Diiicttssibtts^ 5th J^^^^ 

• •• • 

. i ' • . / ' ^ 

Heme 4if Lords^ Junedih, 18 !& 

We caonot but feel bighly gratified by. the 
ktmhiess of the fnotive, on which Lord^Moira 
acts. Personal cointaiunication virith him will 
always be acceptable and honourable to ua. But 
we hope he will be sensible^ that no advantage 
is likely to result from pursuing this subject by 
unauthorised discussions/ Md ifr a course diSe^ 

rent from the usual practise. 

«... - • •■"■'. 

Motives of obvious delicacy .naus}; prevent 
«ur taking any step towards determining the 

Prince Regent to authorize Lord Moira to ad- 

• .  *■*■■. 

dress us personally. We shall always receive 

with dutiful submission His Roydl Highnlbss's 

commands, in whatever manner^ and throii^ 

whatever channel, he may be pleased to signify 

thflitiy and we trust w^ shall never be found 



N 

^ 



wanting^ in zeal for His Royal Higbness's service^ 

and for the public interest fiu t we cannot ven-^ 

twe to aoggest to His Royal HighneM, through 

^•9y. othSF; p^Q% fntr opinifim^ mil pointa In 

whicb Bh^ B^il HigfaQ0M ia tmt pleased to 

quire oar advice. 

(Sigtied) 

GREY, 

GRENVUUtS. 



* • »«.'•• 



*% 



i • 



« . • 4 a > 






« t 



i. I. 



N©. 



• t 



L(ml Moira to Lords Gr^ and Grenville^ informing 
them^ that he has the Frince Regent's Authority to 
address thezn^ and ireq[uestidg to know^whedatid where 
h^ ^aii 8^ tfaenr. 



• • < 



Lord Moir& presents his lies t compliments to 
Lord Grey and Lord OrenYiHe • 



> ^ 



• - « . * • 



I>iscpur»gedi 4» he tinav»dtil>ly niKJtaik jifi^ he 
yet cauQot reconcile it to himself to leave any 



-v 

4 



I 

tSovt untried { Anid he adopts their principle for 
aur interview^, though he doubts if the <)eftired 
conclusion is likely to he so well advanced bj 
it as would have been the case in the mo^e 
suggested by hiin» 



He has now the Prince Regeat's instructioas 
to take steps towards the formation of a minis- 
try ; and is authorized specially to address hiA- 

sdf to Ldfdfs Grey and Grenville. It is, there- 

, -• . •• . < 

fore, his request to know, when and where he 

* - . • ... 
can wait upon them. He would wish to brii^ 

Lord Erskine with him« 

■» 

June 6, 181S. 11, Forenoon. 



4 
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No. 29. 



f • 






»*' > 



Minute of a Conversation between Lord Moira^ and 



, • ' » .. ( • • J t < » .  , . 



Lords Grey and Grenvilie. at which Lord Ersklne was 

• • • • ' . ' . i 

. • t .   i ■*»... C . • .. «« i > 

present* 



. » • . v. 









■' " : ', ' ;/ 



5^ Jameses Place. 

» . . » 

June 0/A, 1812. 



r • f r - 1 






Lord Moira stated to Lord G rey and Lord G ren- 
^ille, that be was authorized by the Prince Regent» 
to conaqlt with thent on the formation of a new 
government. And satisfactory explanations havings 
taken place between them^ respecting such mea* 
sures as appeared to be of the greatest urgency at 
the present moment, more especially with refe* 
rence to the sitoation of H. M/s Roman Cathdlic • 
subjects, and the differences now unhappily sub- 
sisting with America ; and that Lord Moi^ra had 
reoeived this commission without any restriction 



V 

I 






«1 

or limitation whatever being laid by tbe Prince, 
on their considering aty points which they JQdgs4 
useful for his service ; they expressed their satis- 
faction with the fiiirness of this proposal^ and their 
readiness to enter into such discussions as must 
precede the details of any new arrangement. As 
a preliminary question, which appeared to them 
of great importance, they thought it i)ecessary 
immediately to bring forward^ to prevent the in- 
convenience and embarrassment of the further 
delay which might be produced^ if this negotiation 
should break off m a more advanced state, they 

a^ked, whether thk fuU liberty extended to the 

■'' • •'- "■ ' ■'• ' ■••>"?','/•. "...■•':"'• 

connderation of new appointments to those great 

qfices of the household^ which have been usually 

^ ' ' • ' • ' ■./,•• , . ' ' . 

incltided in the political arrangements made on a 



*•  ' ,v .*• 



change of administrattoh ; mttmdting their opi-^ 

mon^ that it would be necessary to act on the same 

• .* ^-  . • • • • » » • . , 

principle an the present occasion. 

lord Moira answered, that the Prince had laid 
nd restriction upon tim tn that respect^ and had 
never pointed in the m6s$^ distant manner at the 
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protedian of those officers from removal; that 
rUifOUti ^ impossible /or him (Lord Moira) Aow- 
every to coneur 0% miiking the est^rdse of this power 
positive and tfH^ensdble, in the formation of the 
administration, because he should deem it on' public 
grounds pectiliarly objectionable 4 



To this Lord Grey and Lord Grenville replied, 
they also acted on public grounds alohe^ and with 

no other feeling whatever than that which arose 

zf •  V . » . . 

from the necessity of giving to a new government 

that character of efficiency and stability, and 

those marks of the constitutional support of the 

crown, which were required, to enable it to act 

usefully for the public service ; and that on these 

grounds it appeared to them indispensable, that ^ 

the connection of the great offices of the court, 

 ' \  ''ft' 

with the politicaf administration, should' be clearly 
established in its first arrangements. 

A decided difference of opinion as to this point 
having been thus expr^sed on both sid^ the con^ 



venation ended her^ widk tbutual declinations of 
fegret 

Nothing was said on tbe subject of official ar- 
rangementSy nor any persons proposed on either 
side to fill any partiftidar situations* 



t 
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B. and C. Two Letters (which passed between Lonk 
Moira, and Grey) subjoined for the purpose of throw- 
ing light on the ground of part of these Transactions. 

B. 

^ (Copy) 

JUay 31st, 181 

My d£ak Lobd, 
A just anxiety not to leave any thing subject 
to misunderstanding, must excuse me if I am trou«^ 
blesome to you. Since I quitted you, the necessity 
of being precise in terms has occurred to me: ^ 
And, although I think I cannot have mistaken n 
you^ I wish to know if I am accurate in what I 
apprehend you to have said. I understood the 
position, stated by you as having been what you 
advanced in the House<)f Lords, to be this, *' That ^^ 
*^ pledges had been given to t he Catholics, a de* 
*' parture from which rendered their present dit- t 
''appointment more galling; and that you ssud y 
"this* in the bearing of persons who could 
" contradict you if you were inaccurate.'' Just 
say whether I have taken your expression correctly 
or not. 

Believe me, &c. &c. 
(Signed) MOIRA, 

I^crl Grey. 
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% - 

1- C. 

Holland House, May 31, IS12. 

Mr DEAR/ LOI10^ 

I cannot sufficiently thank you for your kinjil 

anxiety to procure an accurate statement pf the 

* ' • • • '  

' words spoken by nie in the House of Lords. It 
is difficult to remember precise expressions^ so 
long after they were spoken ; but I am sure I 
cannot be far wrong'in stating the substance of 
what I said, as follows : « 

I was speaking on the subject Qf the Irjsh 
i Catholics, and particularly on the diarge of 

\ intemperate conduct which had been made 
against them. I stated, that great allowances 
I were to be made for this, considering thehr 
repeated disappointments; and I cit^d^ as in- 
stances of these/ the recall of Lord Fifzwilliam, 
and tlge Union. 1 then said, that the most 
distinct and authentic pledges had been given to 
them, of the Prince's wish tp relieve them 
from the disabilities of which thc;y complained ; 



i 
I 

i 



f 



\ 



«6 

that I spoke in the hearing of persons ^ho 
would contradict me if what I said was un- 

r 

founded, and who would, I was sure^ support 
its truth if questioned; that liow, when the ful- 
filment of these pledges was confidently ex- 
pectedj to see an Administration continued 

in power, which stood on the express principle 

■.' . 

of resisting, their claims, was, perhaps therbit- 

i 

terest disappointment they had yet experienced ; 
^nd that it w^s not surprising, if, undet* such cir- 
cumstaiic08, they felt, a^nd acted, in a W4y that 
all well wishers to the peace of the empire tnust 
regret. 

This I give as the substance, and by no means 
as a correct repetition of the particular expres* 
sion^ used by me; and this statement I <ian nei- 
ther retract, nor endeavour to explain a way^ If, 
in consequence of it, t^e Prince feels a strong 
personal objection to me, 1 can only repeat, what 
I have already said to you, that I am perfectly 
ready to stand out of the way ; that my friends 
shall have my full concurrence and approbation 
in taking office without me, and my most cor- 
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